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17 May 2020 
 
Dear Convener,  
 
As you may recall, when I appeared before the committee on 30 April there was some 
discussion about the additional £45 million investment the Government announced in March 
that we would invest in the Scottish Welfare Fund in anticipation of increased demand arising 
from the impact of COVID-19.  There were a number of questions specifically about the 
pressure on the Fund since mid-March and the feasibility of sharing management 
information. 
 
I explained during the meeting that, while we must of course be cautious about using data 
that have not been fully quality assured, I would be consider whether we could provide 
further information with sufficient confidence of its validity.  Since then our analysts have 
been able to develop a process whereby the monthly data returns we are already getting 
from local authorities can be aggregated and published, with suitable caveats to explain the 
limitations with which they can be used, showing the national demand for, and expenditure 
on, grants from the Welfare Fund.  The information, and future updates, can be accessed on 
the Scottish Government website via the following link: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/swf-monthly-management-information/ 
 
You will see from the figures for March that applications for Crisis Grants were 59% higher 
than the level in March last year and that expenditure on awards of Crisis Grants was 53% 
higher showing the early decision to invest substantially in the Fund, by making extra £22 
million available to local authorities for immediate use, distributed according to the agreed 
Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation Model was very necessary.  Applications and 
expenditure on Community Care grants reduced slightly over the same period, which is 
understandable given the substantial increase in demand for support from people in 
immediate need and the limited opportunities which individuals may have had recently to 
establish new homes. 
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These statistics also reflect the flexible, practical approach which local authority Welfare 
Fund teams have taken to ensure that they can respond to increased demand and I am 
grateful for their hard work during this time to support the people of Scotland.   
 
We will continue to monitor demand and expenditure and will maintain close engagement 
with local authority decision makers to ensure that they are able to keep providing this vital 
service.  This will include working with local authorities to assess need and how best, and 
when, to allocate the balance of £23 million as we assess the impact of the current 
pandemic.    
 
I hope that this is helpful to you and to members of the committee.  
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

SHIRLEY-ANNE SOMERVILLE 
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